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While the declaration leading to the appointment of a Regent has
to be communicated to the other Governments of the Common-
wealth, separate legislation by each Parliament is necessary to
make the Act applicable. Presumably the necessity, which arises from
section 4 of the Statute, does not extend to Australia or New Zealand
by reason of the later dates at which they adopted this part of the
Statute, nor to the newer Dominions, but all are competent to enact
their own legislation.
illness and In the event of illness which does not amount to total incapacity
Temporary or Of absence or intended absence from the United Kingdom, the
osence. Sovereign may appoint Qpu&sellors of State to exercise such of the
royal functions as may be conferred upon them by letters patent.
There may not be delegated the power to dissolve Parliament other-
wise than on the express instructions of the Sovereign (which may
be conveyed by telegraph), or to grant any rank, title or dignity of
the peerage. The Counsellors of State must be the wife or husband
of the Sovereign, the four persons next in line of succession to the
Crown (excluding any persons (a) disqualified from being Regent,
or (b) being absent or intending to be absent from the United
Kingdom during the period of delegation) and Queen Elizabeth, the
Queen Mother. The heir apparent or heir presumptive may be a
Counsellor of State, if not under eighteen years of age.
The functions of Counsellors of State during absence of the
Sovereign from the United Kingdom do not extend to those func-
tions which in relation to a Dominion are normally exercised by the
King. Thus when the King visited South Africa in 1947 the Canadian
Government announced that His Majesty had notified the Governor-
General that he would continue to exercise personally in South
Africa such functions in relation to Canada and the announcement
made it clear that the Council of State was a body set up on the
authority of an Act of the United Kingdom Parliament and therefore
exercised no authority in Canada.
Demise of the Formerly the death of the Sovereign involved the dissolution of
Sovereign. Parliament and the termination of the tenure of all offices under
the Crown, since Parliament meets on the personal summons of the
Sovereign, and all offices are in theory held at his will and pleasure.
The duration of Parliament is now independent of the demise
of the Sovereign.1 The DgBw.pf the Crown Act, 1901, provided
that the holding of any office should not be affected by the
demise of the Crown and that no fresh appointment should be
necessary.
Abdication. Akin to a demise of the Sovereign is his abdication. In 1936 King
Edward VIII. signed a declaration of abdication to which effect was
given by His Majesty's Declaration of Abdication Act, 1936. This
1 P. 93, ante.